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April 16, 2003

Dr. Nils J. Diaz, Chair
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Public Affairs
Washington, DC  20555

Dear Chairman Diaz:

Since its inception in 1993, the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board has supported
safe and cost-effective approaches to dispose of wastes at the U.S.
Department of Energy's (DOE) former uranium production plant located near
Fernald, Ohio.  As such, we ask the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to
consider accepting DOE's designation of the radiological wastes currently
stored in three aging silos at the Fernald as 11e.(2) material, which would
allow rail shipment of these wastes to a licensed commercial disposal facility.   

A significant concern for the Fernald community is the safe disposal of the
uranium ore waste materials currently contained in these three concrete silos.
It is our hope that this waste will be safely retrieved, packaged and shipped off
site as soon as possible. While truck transport has proven to be a safe and
reliable mode of waste transport at the site, we are troubled by the prospect of
putting nearly four thousand additional trucks on our streets over the next few
years, when a safer and more cost-effective option is available. To date,
Fernald has safely shipped more than five hundred thousand tons of waste off
the site via rail.   

Rail shipment of silos wastes to a licensed commercial disposal facility would
require NRC to concur with DOE’s designation of this waste as 11e.(2). It is
our understanding that while this waste fits the technical definition of 11e.(2)
material, it is currently in question due only to the date it was generated.  It is
our hope that the NRC will support the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board’s
preference for rail transport of the silo wastes and take the necessary action to
accept designation of this waste as 11e.(2).

Thank you for your consideration and timely action on this important issue.   

Sincerely,

Jim Bierer
Chair

CC:
The Honorable Jessie Roberson
Senator Mike DeWine
Senator George Voinovich
Representative John Boehner
Representative Steve Chabot
Representative David Hobson
Representative Rob Portman


